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THE KING OF SKITTLES

AM | AN OWNER? NO, | AM A STEWARD.
\WARNINGS ABOUT WEALTH

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” **But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge
or arbitrator over you?” % And he said to them, “Take care, and be on
your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.” *® And he told them a parable, saying,
“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, *” and he thought to himself,
‘What shall | do, for | have nowhere to store my crops? ** And he said, ‘I
will do this: | will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there |
will store all my grain and my goods. *° And I will say to my soul, “Soul,
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.” * 2 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 2150 is the
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

Luke 12:13-21

But godliness with contentment is great gain, ’ for we brought nothing
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. ® But if we
have food and clothing, with these we will be content. ° But those who
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. OFor
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving
that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves
with many pangs. 1 Timothy 6:6-10

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2* And the
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 5t is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter
the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:23-25

TWO SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
THAT PROTECT YOUR SOUL FROM THE DANGERS OF WEALTH

OBEDIENCE OF THE TITHE

But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are
robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and
contributions. ° You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the
whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD
of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down
for you a blessing until there is no more need. Malachi 3:7b-10

Tithing trains you in obedience

Tithing gives you the joy of participating in God’s work
Tithing is an act of honoring the owner with worship
Tithing opens you up to God’s blessing

Tithing builds your faith

Tithing reminds your soul you are not an owner

THE GENEROSITY OF GIVING

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been
given among the churches of Macedonia, *for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. > For they gave
according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of
their own accord, * begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the
relief of the saints. 2 Corinthians 8:1-4
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Further reading:
Every Good Endeavor by Timothy Keller
Contagious Generosity by Barry L Cameron
The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith
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